Mutations in MYH9 exons 1, 16, 26, and 30 are infrequently found in Japanese patients with nonsyndromic deafness.
Mutations in MYH9 result in the autosomal dominant giant platelet disorders with leukocyte inclusion bodies with varying degrees of Alport manifestations, including nephritis, deafness, and cataracts. A specific MYH9 mutation in exon 16, R705H, causes nonsyndromic deafness DFNA17. We searched for mutations in MYH9 exons 1, 16, 26, and 30 in a total of 157 Japanese patients with nonsyndromic deafness without known cause of hearing loss, but no mutations were found. We conclude that mutations in MYH9 are infrequently found in patients with nonsyndromic deafness and suggest that MYH9 mutations infrequently cause isolated sensorineural hearing loss. Thus, MYH9 may not currently be a good candidate gene for efficient screening of genetic causes in nonsyndromic deafness.